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Growing in Faith, Love and Service
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HOPE GROWS HERE
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www. hopefreehold.org/hopegrowshere




Council Minutes — October 20, 2025

*Meeting opened at 7:15 pm.

* Attendance: Pastor, Josh, Cheryl, Sarah, Dave, Jess, Mike,
Judy, Steve, Pat and Bill via Zoom. Sarah led the meeting.

*Devotions: Sarah presented relevant bible verses and stories
about risk taking relating all to Hope’s possible expansion.

*Bill motioned to accept the 9-15-2025 modified minutes, Dave
274 motion approved.

*Hope Christian School Report:

Judy gave update on another busy month at HCS. She presented
information about possible implementation of a digital
management system for the school called Brightwheel at $79
monthly, which would centralize billing, communications,
attendance, and administrative functions. She is awaiting
licensing inspector approval before making a final decision.
Cheryl agreed the Brightwheel management system would
simplify many procedures.

*Treasurer’s Report:

Mike discussed the options for the $130,000 Grace Legacy Fund
CD which is coming due. Dave motioned rolling it over into one
year fixed rate at 4.15%. Steve 2™, motion approved.

Mike discussed the congregation’s responsibility to have a new
audit as the last one was completed in 2022. He suggested
forming an audit committee of two or more non-council voting
members after the November Congregational meeting. The
ELCA provides the auditing process online.

Mike noted Sue’s desire to continue as Financial Secretary after
her upcoming move out of state. He suggested looking for a
qualified backup person to help out if needed.



After speaking with our accountant, Mike broached the idea of
having a separate treasurer for the building project if we choose
to go ahead with an expansion.

*Pastor’s Report

Pastor presented monthly attendance and donation figures,
noting we are up $52,000 over previous fiscal year. Extensive
discussions were had about possible building expansion at Hope.
Pastor, Sarah, Mike, Cheryl, and Judy shared their recent site
visit to Medford United Methodist Church to view their Family
Life Center project . Videos, photos, and discussions with their
pastor provided information about the budget, construction
process and timeline and positive feedback about the Blue Rock
Construction Company.

Discussion continued about a recent email from Jason of Blue
Rock which entailed a revision for the Pre-Construction Services
Proposal. It would break down the $139,000 pre-construction
services into phases, starting with a $11,750 due diligence
period for site surveying and engineering assessment. Dave
proposed a clarification of the wording to show what the
maximum square footage could be based on site conditions.
Also to provide a summary of the basis of their estimate of
maximum allowable square footage. Pastor will email Jason
with proposed wording changes.

*Financial Discussion:

The Council Finance Sub-Committee met to provide financial
information to aid the congregation in deciding the feasibility of
a building expansion. Josh created a comprehensive 10 year
financial projection spreadsheet showing the church could afford
approximately a $2 million building while maintaining financial
stability. Josh will be sending the spreadsheet and assumptions
to council members.



*Survey:

Sarah shared results from the 3 question survey sent out to the
congregation. There were 61 responses. She will be sharing
survey results and summary with council members. Information
will be available for congregational meeting.

ELCA World Hunger Donation:

Pat motioned to approve the $ 1,000 donation made on October
16" to World Hunger and matched by the ELCA. Sarah 2™,
motion approved.

Altar Renovation, Painting, Carpeting, Chairs:

Cheryl proposed doing the altar renovation and carpeting of altar
area as soon as possible. The funds for that part of the project
was previously approved. Discussion about timeline and
possible issues with upcoming Advent season. Cheryl will reach
out to contractors to confirm prices quoted in July would still be
honored. Remainder of renovations; painting, carpeting and
chairs needs congregational approval at November meeting.

*Special council meeting, Tuesday, October 28" 6:30 pm.
Zoom will be available.

We will finalize preparations for Congregational Meeting on
November 16.

Meeting closed 9:50pm.

Friendly reminder to
“fall behind” Saturday
night into Sunday
morning, November 2
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women of hope
-~

Meet the first Saturday of each month in
Hope’s Kitchen at 930am (November 1°)

GATHERING
OF MEN

Meet the second Saturday of each month in
Hope’s Kitchen at 9am (November 8™)

Our Next BOOK CLUB
meeting will be: Sunday,
November 16" at 10am in
the Kitchen and we will be
discussing....




BAKING FOR
OPEN DOOR
BAKE SALE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15
6PM IN HOPE NARTHEX

@ HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

YOUTH GROUP
BAKE SALE

The Youth will have baked goods for sale
Sunday, November 16 for purchase
All funds raised will be donated to
benefit Freehold Area Open Door
to assist with their Thanksgiving
food drive
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CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

Sunday, November 16
**Please note changes made™*

10AM — Sunday School/Youth Group Meet
11AM — Blended Worship
Noon — Congregation Meeting (Zoom available)

SANDWICH MAKING
FCORSPE TERS
COMMUNITY LUNCH

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
6PM IN HOPE NARTHEX

@ HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Hope Lutheran Church: November Sandwich Making for St. Peter's



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A44AEAC2AABF4C25-60077446-november#/
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CHRISTMAS
"POTI.UCK %
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Saturday, November 29 - 4PM

It’s our annual Christmas Decorating and
PotLuck!
Come decorate and bring a dish to share!
Fun and Fellowship followed by FOOD!

69906

If your family hasn’t made or needs an updated
ornament for our Christmas Tree -
join us during the Advent Craft and make
one, or two!!

Sunday, November 30
between the services (10am)
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Yeuw are cordially invited te...
N FAMILY ADVENT CRAFT DAY S ¢
AT HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Inlieu ﬁ’r sunday School, all families are invited to learn abol *
Advent and make a special craft to take home. El
November 30, 2025
4 * 10am in the. Narthex

ere will be no regular Sunday School this day. As we*ha
prepare the craft, please use the QR code to register!*

4*-%04*-%04*-%0

We HOPE you can join us!!!
Please let us know if you are coming

Advent Craft RSVP

AAUTDY

empowering women since 1881

We can start accepting Book donations for the 2026
Book Sale!!! Please feel free to drop off your book
donations for the next few months! We typically stop
accepting donations by mid-May!


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCMEmDtasYJXQXX56SfxyPqyNkWqpXNxvA3IVNHKtIV0Jbog/viewform?pli=1

As we enter November, we give thanks for all the ways our
youth have come together recently! From helping prepare 328
sandwiches for St. Peter’s Community Lunch last month to
enjoying a night of fun and fellowship at Gravity Hill Haunted
House, it’s been a month full of service, friendship, and fun! We
have a lot of exciting things coming up in the next few months,
so take a minute to review all the information.

Here's a quick update about the NJ Synod Youth Retreat. The
NJ Synod website initially listed the retreat as being at the
Sheraton in Brunswick, but this information was updated after
Kickoff Sunday when I shared it. They still had outdated info on
the site, so I apologize for any confusion. The church will cover
the cost for any youth who wants to attend. Please let us know
soon if you’d like to participate so we can plan accordingly!

November Birthdays
Jillian W. (11/19) and Ryan S. (11/27)
Looking Ahead to November

7 Paintballing - RESCHEDULED
After speaking with various parents, I decided to
reschedule our paintball outing due to multiple youths
visiting colleges this weekend. A new date will be shared
soon!

1 Qutreach Meal — Friday, November 14
Youth are encouraged to help prepare and serve. Cheryl has
been sharing details via email and the website. Check the
link to sign up.

1 Baking for Open Door — Saturday, November 15
@ 6 PM
Help bake treats to sell at the congregation meeting.
Proceeds support Open Door and families in need.

1 Sandwich Making — Tuesday, November 18 @ 6 PM
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NJ Synod Youth Retreat — November 21-23

This event is for all youth in grades 612 and adult leaders
at Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center (29 Pleasant
Grove Road, Port Murray, NJ 07865).

Decorating Potluck — Friday, November 29 @ 4 PM
(Whole Family Event)

Y outh are encouraged to bring their families and help
prepare and decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.
Advent Craft — Sunday, November 30, between services
Youth will have a separate activity and have the
opportunity to help Sunday School children with their craft
activity too!

Looking Ahead to December

1

Pageant Practice — Fridays, December 5,12, 19

Youth are encouraged to help as we prepare for the
Christmas Pageant.

Christmas Caroling — Sunday, December 14

Join us in bringing holiday cheer to Manor and Monmouth
Crossing residents!

Christmas Pageant — Sunday, December 21

Youth are invited to help Josh lead and participate in this
beloved tradition.

Christmas Eve Services — Tuesday, Dec 24 @ 4 PM
(Family Service) and 7 PM (Candlelight Service)

No Youth Group — Sunday, Dec 28 and Jan 4

The youth group will take a break following the Christmas
celebrations.

We hope all youth will participate in these fun, faith-filled
opportunities to grow, serve, and connect with friends and
mentors at Hope. Please mark your calendars and contact
us with any questions!



EMERGENCY HOUSING
AND ADVOCACY PROGRAM

DONATIONS NEEDED -

Toiletries — shampoo, body wash, toothpaste, lotion, deodorant,
body wipes, razors, shaving cream

Medicines — Tylenol, advil, antacids

Clothing — belts, caps, shoes (men and women) all sizes, sweat
pants and sweat shirts (men and women) all sizes, t-shirts (men
and women) all sizes, men’s boxers all sizes, adult pull-ups
(large and extra large)

Other — Wallets, bottles of water, snacks (crackers, granola bars,
breakfast bars, etc)

Bus Tickets donations are a PRIORITY!!!! Zones 1, 2, 3

DONATE TO
SUPPORT HOPE

HOPEFREEHOLD.ORG/
HOPEGROWSHERE

THERAN IS A NON-PROFIT 5

MEANING GIFTS TO HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. AND

SUPPORT THE VARIOUS MINISTRIES AT HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH,.



/ Freehold Area

Thanksgiving 2025
Each Thanksgiving, Open Door distributes everything our families need for their Thanksgiving dinners.
Each year over 500 families are blessed by your generosity. We can't do this without your help.

Donations Needed:

Non - Perishable
Always Accepted Monday - Thursday 10 am - 2 pm

Mashed Potatoes Crackers,/Cookies

Stuffing Pasta Sauce

Corn Muffin Mix Pasta

Cake Mix Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate
Cake Frosting Juice 64 oz

Sugar/Flour (5lbs or less) Aluminum Roasting Pans,/Foil

Frozen turkey, turkey breast, or ham will only be accepted on our Special Donation
Days:

Nowv.12th, Nov. 13th, Nov. 17th, Nov. 18th, Nov. 19th, Nov. 20th— 10 am - 2 pm

ALL Donations will only be accepted at our back entrance in the Broad Street Parking Lot - directly
behind our building. Look for the red door. Any donations left after hours will be discarded.

We thank vou in advance for observing these donation guidelines.
Thank you for your continued support.

Please check our website www.faopendoor.org for any updates.
#betheone #fueledbyfoodstocknj #fulfillnj




Outreach Meal Schedule

/ \\V\V‘;‘b%é;/;/ We will be serving
‘G-WINNER  breakfast for dinner (by

EARFAST - .
| ,'%RomKNER - request!) Friday,

& 2 YN .
o« /¥ : November 14 sign up here

Hope Lutheran Church: November 14
Outreach Meal

Chili Dinner!
s ¢ Friday, January 23

Friday, April 24 — Meal
to be determined at a later date!!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48A8AB23A0FFC52-58038705-november#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48A8AB23A0FFC52-58038705-november#/

Join us!
.\ »  Wednesday Nights @
3 6pm (classes should

not run more than an

hour!)
February 25, March
4, March 11 and March 18

A parent or guardian will have to be
present for the March 4 class to assist with
making their banners - Please volunteer for

1-2 classes so we can have extra hands each
Wednesday!

Register Here: First Holy Communion

First Holy
Communion -
- ¢ Sunday, March 22 @
11am


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRSzBxkaQrC1XhAlGds9Xg6o1DHDaYPVWuThoFTDAku_9Ybg/viewform?pli=1&authuser=0

Mg

:

Women of Hope Lutheran
Church

Annual Memorial
Scholarship Fund

Your donations help fund
scholarships for our
graduating high school seniors.

Please consider donating at any time
to honor a friend or family member
or to celebrate a special event or
memory.

Make checks payable to Hope

| Lutheran Church with a note included

on the check.

:“"ﬁ*w



« HLC SUNDAY SCHOOL

2025-2026
AN |
CLASSES/ CURRICULUM
Classes take place Sunday Mornings frem 10am-10:45am
o 3 year olds-Second Grade meet in room |
o Third Grade-Sixth Grade meets in room 3

We use the Spirit and Truth Curriculum, which follows the church calendar.
There is no cost for Sunday School, but we always accept donations! Our FayPal e-mail is is

Hepelutheranl7@gmail.com
* Parents are welcome and encouraged to stay for fellowship during Sunday School hour.

CONTACT INFORMATION IMPORTANT DATES

Jess Somodi y * September 7- Rally Day and Backpack Blessing
Sunday School Director o (In Person Registration and Sunday Schos! Begins)
JessicaAcker@Gmail.com ‘ e Movember 30- Family Advent Craft
732-832-1585 o Dacamber 28-No Sunday School

Please contact for more info or to Jaruary 4-No Sunday Sehoel

register! . s March 29- Easter Egg Hunt
+ Apri 5- No Sunday School
1 - ﬁ + May I7- Family Bingo/Last Day of Sunday School

‘: We could always use help in Sunday Schooll No experience required! Please reach out to
Jess if you are interested.

\s/
MNa 2

Scan for mere information
or to register!




GROWING IN FAITH, FALL/WINTER
LOVE & SERVICE 2025 DATES

ABOUT HOPE'S YOUTH MINISTRY

09/07

The HLC Youth Group is a welcoming ministry at Hope for young people in

grades 6-12 who are looking to deepen their faith and make a meaningful SANDWICHES
impact in the community we serve. We meet every Sunday at LOAM in FOR ST PETERS
between services for conversations, hands-on activities, and reflections that (MONTHLY)
connect faith to everyday life.
10/19
In addition to our weekly gatherings, we host monthly social events to build CROP WALK

friendships and have fun together. Youth can also participate in monthly
service opportunities, like making sandwiches for St. Peter's Lunch Program,
which allows us to put our faith into action. Whether you're drawn to music,
worship, community service, media, or technology, there’s a place for you to
grow, serve, and shine.

11/14
STPETERS MEAL SERVING

[1/15

WAKE FOR O WO
Be sure to check the monthly calendar for any changes to our weekly SIS L 01D ISR

schedule and to stay updated on upcoming social and volunteer events.
All are welcome!

11/21-23
NJ SYNOD YOUTH RETREAT

11/29
CHRISTMAS
DECORATING

11/30

HOPELUTHERA ADVENT CRAFT

INHYO

12/14
CHRISTMAS CAROLING

211 Elton Adelphia Road, Freehold, NJ Q7728 | (732) 462-7545 | hopefreshold.org | @[I]@ @hopefreshold
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Here is an idea of SOME of the things we have planned for
our upcoming church year of September 2025 — June 2026

September December
Sept 7 —Back to two services, Dec 5, 12, 19 — Pageant Practice
Sunday School and Youth! 9am . .
Traditional, 10am SS/Youth Dec 14 - Christmas Caroling
11am Contemporary Dec 22 — Christmas Pageant
it /s lfzss ing , Dec 24 — 4pm and 7pm Services
Sept 24 — Sandwich Making!
No SS/Youth Dec 28
October
Confirmation Classes begin Ly
again! Let the office know if No SS/Youth Jan 4
your child/ren will be starting Jan 10 — “UN"decorate
their first year!
Oct 19 — Crop Walk Jan 23 — Outreach Meal




March

March 22 — First Holy
Communion

March 29 — Palm Sunday and
Easter Egg Hunt

April
April 2 — Maundy Thursday
April 3 — Good Friday
April 5 — Easter Sunday
No S8S/Youth April 5
April 24 — Outreach Meal

MONTHLY

Women of Hope — First Saturday
of each month at 930am in the
Kitchen

Gathering of Men — Second
Saturday of each month at 9am
in the Kitchen

Book Club — Third Sunday of
each month at 10am in the
Kitchen

Congregation Meetings

One in November and one in
June each year — dates to be
determined

June — August
June 21 — Donuts with Dad

VBS WEEK
August 10 — August 14




We take lots of pictures at our
events and post them on our
website and social medias to
show our community how we
help others and what we offer
as a Church Family. If you do
NOT want your picture taken
and posted please let Josh know by sending an
email requesting not to have any of your pics
posted to hopelutheranmusic@gmail.com



mailto:hopelutheranmusic@gmail.com

HOPE FAMILY PRAYER LIST

Carol Bulcroft could use prayers for health and
healing while she rehabs at Applewood...

Kira Noseworthy; Tracey Radosti’s sister; Charles Sona;
Teddy Mancini; Unger Family Friend, Helene; Bob
Smith, Jeanette Kropa’s father; Becky Davino’s father,
John Wolgast; Rob ladanza; Bill Becker; Bob
Robinson; Ashley Rosenberg; Gerry Bergh; Alyssa
Manco, friend of the Somodi Family; Kaitlin Kropa; Bill
Seifert; Colin Alaia, family friend of the McGeady
Family; Jennifer, family friend of Brenda and Dennis
Johnson; Ryan McAuly, Kless Family nephew;
Courtney Volk; Deloris Laub; Dolores O’Brien; Marilyn
Wolter, Cindy Lynch’s mother; Margaret Holen; Jim
Mulligan; Dani Hulsart family friend of the Donmoyer
Family ; Pam Renouff;

Those serving as first responders and in the armed
services.




CONGREGATION COUNCIL

Volunteers NEEDED

President Bill Unger
Vice President Sarah Kozak
Secretary Volunteer NEEDED
Education Jessica Somodi
Financial Secretary Sue Hu

Open Door Alternate Pat Fensham
Architecture Team Brian McMillin
Architecture Team Matthew Malanuk

Dave Peters

Steve Weiss

NON COUNCIL MEMBERS
HOLDING POSITION/S
Treasurer Mike Della Rosa
Open Door Rebekah Heilman

Worship

Jackie Peters










Assisting Altar Counting
Nov 2 Ken Diane K Mike
Nov 9 Steve Debbie U Mike & Sue
Nov 16 John Christine H Matt & Chris
Nov 23 Debbie Rachel R Mike
Nov 30 Tom Pat F Pat & Debbie
Dec 7 Rita Sue D Sue & Steve
Dec 14 Bill Rebekah Sarah & Michelle
Dec 21 Debbie Barbara T Bill & Barbara
Dec 28 Ken Christine H Matt & Chris

Traditional Acolytes —
Cara S and Melody B
Contemporary Acolytes —
Hedin Girls, Joey M and Ryan S




USHERS 9am 11am
Nov 2 Rebekah & Chris Matt & Diane
Nov 9 Mark & Bill Chuck & John
Nov 16 Matt & Ken Dominick & Matt
Nov 23 Andrew & Bill Wayne & Diane
Nov 30 Rebekah & Chris Chuck & John
Dec 7 Mark & Ken Matt & Diane
Dec 14 Matt & Andrew Wayne & Dominick
Dec 21 Bill & Chris Chuck & John




GREETERS 9am Ilam
Nov 2 Pat Sue D
Nov 9 Jill Janine

Nov 16 Suzy Diane
Nov 23 Barbara Sarah
Nov 30 Pat Kathy
Dec 7 Suzy Sue
Dec 14 Jill Janine
Dec 21 Barbara Diane




November 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Daylight Savings 1
Nov 1- FALL 030ai WOH
BEHIND!!! 12p- Counseling
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Qai Traditional 530pi WW 7p7 Zoom Yoga 7p1 12 Step 5pT Counseling 7pi 12 Step Qai GOM
10ai SS/Youth 730p- Choir 7pi 12 Step 12p- Counseling
1la- Contemp 7pi Praise Band
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Qai Traditional 530pi WW 7pi7 Zoom Yoga 7p1 12 Step 5pT Counseling Outreach Meal 12p1 Counseling
10ai SS/Youth 730p- Choir 7pi 12 Step 7pi 12 Step 6pi Bake for Sale
11la- Contemp 7pi Praise Band
630p- Confirm
16 17 19 20 21 22
10ai SS/Youth 530pi WW 6p - Sandwiches 7p1 12 Step 5pT Counseling 7pi 12 Step
Book Club Meets 7pT Zoom Yoga 7pi 12 Step 12p- Counseling
1lai Worship 730p- Choir 7pi Praise Band
12pi Meeting
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Oai Traditional 530pi WW 7/pT Zoom Yoga 7pT 12 Step 7pi 12 Step 7pi 12 Step 12pi Counseling
10ai SS/Youth 730p- Choir a 4pi Pot Luck
11a- Contemp ﬁ
630p- Confirm éﬂg{
30

9ai Traditional
10ai Advent Craft
11a- Contemp




NOVEMBER 2025 @ YOUTH CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Service hour opportunities for youth and confirmands! 1
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out our team!
Faith Formation Director:
Josh Staudinger (joshi@hopefreehold. org)
Youth Group Leader: Inhyoung Chae (istaudinger@gmail. com)
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Youth Bible Study CHOIR BAND
10am PRACTICE PRACTICE
7-30PM 7PM
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
Youth Bible Study Qutreach Baking for
10am Meal Open Door
GPM
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
NO 9AM SERVICE Sandwich Making for BAND NJ SYNOD NJ SYNOD
St. Peters PRACTICE Youth Retreat Youth Retreat
Open Door Bake Sale BPM TPM
10am CHOIR
Congregation Meeting PRACTICE
7:30PM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
NJ SYNOD CHOIR BAND Church Decorating
Youth Retreat PRACTICE PRACTICE and Pot Luck
730 PM TP 4P
Youth Bible Study
10am
29
Christmas Advent Craft
10am










