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FIVE KEY ISSUES & NEEDS
I don’t know about you, but the past four months since my arrival have flown by! As a
pastor, arriving in a new congregation is typically always a time of change and transition, and
this was certainly no exception. There are people and customs and traditions and a whole
new community to become acquainted with. Of course, I had a little bit of an advantage
coming back home to the community where I grew up, as well as having the chance to renew
friendships and relationships with people – both inside and outside the congregation – who
knew me back when.
But as I noted back in June, during my call sermon, there is nevertheless a big difference
between 1967 and 2017; between when Hope was first founded and today. Some things are
still the same, for sure. (And some of the people are still around, as I have discovered.) But
so much has changed. And with that change comes the challenge of responding to a brand
new reality; even in the church. The original organizational model and ministry strategy for
Hope – and for Grace Lutheran Church as well – as effective as they may have once been,
back in the day, will no longer be effective. It’s a new day and that necessitates a new way of
doing ministry. And that’s perhaps the biggest challenge facing us right now.
In my first report to the Council, however, I further identified what I would call “5 Key
Issues and Needs” facing us at this time. I’d like to briefly summarize them here for you as
well.
1. STAFFING: Besides calling a new pastor, Hope has also seen the retirement of its
longtime Office Administrator, and also the departure of the Minister of Music.
Besides Cheryl Hurd replacing Wanda, we also have two other relatively new staff
members: Stephanie Siino (Bookkeeper) and Kathryn Johnson (Communications
Director). Getting us all up to speed and forging an effective team will take some
time. And also some patience. But I am very pleased with how things are progressing
at this point. As you may have heard, we are also now looking for a new Minister of
Music as well, since our first choice unfortunately did not work out. So our music
ministry is definitely still in a time of transition which, hopefully will not last too long.
2. SYMMETRY: This word refers to “balanced proportions.” The ongoing process of
blending the needs of the preschool with those of the church, and of bringing together
various groups within the congregation, especially integrating our newer members with
longtime members will also take time. And also some intentionality as well. In other
words, we have to work at these things. But achieving a sense of unity and common
purpose is an important step and goal. Notice, however, that I’m referring here to
unity, not uniformity. The balance implied by the word “symmetry” does not mean
that these various communities and constituencies within the congregation (preschool,
longtime members, newer members, etc.) will cease to exist. Not at all. What it
simply means is that they will each make a commitment to trust and respect each other,
and then find effective ways to work together for the good of the congregation’s
mission and ministry.

3. STEWARDSHIP: We are blessed that finances are currently not an issue for the
congregation because of the phenomenal growth and success of Hope Christian School
under the direction of Judy Canfield. But financial support from the members
themselves, not to mention the offering of time and talents, is also crucial to our
congregation’s sustained effectiveness in the name of Christ. In other words, we all
have a part to play. We all have something to give and to offer.
4. SPACE: There is certainly a lot going on at Hope, each and every day! I am
continually amazed that we, somehow, find a way to fit everyone in and make it all
work. Nevertheless, addressing our ongoing and growing need for sheer space is
clearly a challenge. The good news is that we are an active and vibrant congregation.
The constant challenge, however, is finding a way to make room for all of these
worthwhile efforts and commitments, especially as we move forward.
5. STRATEGY: Finally, where are we going as a congregation? What are our priorities?
What is, or should be, our unique focus? Going back to my original point, discerning
God’s will for Hope in the coming year and beyond, is one of the most critical
challenges and opportunities before us. But I have every confidence that we will
figure it all out. Most of all, I trust that God will show us the way!
If these first four months as your pastor are any indication, the future of Hope Lutheran
Church will be a bright and promising one. But we need to stay grounded in the gospel of
Jesus Christ, and rooted in our calling to serve others in his name. Because, quite simply,
that’s who we are.
(This month’s article is based on the report I shared at the congregational meeting on November 12.)

Pastor Ed



Official Acts…………………….
Baptism……..Received into the Church of Jesus Christ through the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism on November 5 was: Cayla Joanne Pryzbylko. Parents are David and
Kristin Pryzbylko and sponsors are Thomas and Nicole Hyland.
On December 10 was: Gavin Luke Carroll. Parents are John and Jennifer Carroll.
New Members….. David and Kristin Pryzbylko joined as members when their
daughter was baptized, November 5, 2017.
Congratulations to our Confirmands…. Marcus Bastry, Andrew Bayles, Avery
Clarke, Bella Denney, Kayla Denney, Olivia Denney, Andrew Kneipher, Ashley
Lashenick, Kira Noseworthy, Connor Quinn, Mackenzie Quinn, Grant Sikkema,
Ben Vandenakker, Emily Ward.
Our Love & Sympathy………Charles Okerson III, Alyson’s grandfather-in-law
entered Life Eternal on October 19; Joe Keller Sr, whom entered Life Eternal on
October 29; Michael Perkins, Siggy Kuehn’s neighbor who has also passed on,
leaving a 21 year old son behind; A Beloved member Betty Theiss entered Life Eternal
on November 3.

HO P E
Sun/Wed Attendance
Oct 29
207
Nov 5
166
Nov 12
131
Nov 19
132

SunSch
34
31
30
29

STATS
Offerings - did not reach + reached
$4,095.00 -$713
$4,395.25 -$412.75
$4,382.00 -$426
$2,998.00 -$1810

Average Offering needed weekly to meet the proposed
2017 Budgeted Offerings of $250,000.00 is $4,808.00

More News

…………Hope’s Nursery Attendant is Christina Krause. She has been on our
staff for several years. She will no longer be able to be here on Sunday mornings. We are
IN NEED of an attendant. Hours begin at 8:15AM and usually last until Noon, some
special events may require extra time. Pay is $9 an hour. PLEASE call the office if you can
help!!

OPEN DOOR REPORT By: Sandra Taylor, Trustee and Vice President
Ocean County Master Gardeners brought us 250 pounds of
fresh picked corn. The Farmers Against Hunger filled several
shopping carts with fresh picked apples. The Yom Kippur
food drive was very successful. We received 3,000 pounds
from Temple Shaari Emeth and 1,110 pounds from
congregation Kol Am. Foodstock was October 14th and we
received a large amount of food from the event.
In September, we served 494 adults and 211 children, which
totaled 765, a three day supply of food. The Open Door
Advocacy Program was awarded $13,285.35 from the
Emergency Food and Shelter Program, to be used for rent.
The Community Interfaith Thanksgiving service was held at
the Reformed Church of Freehold at 7PM and Jeanne spoke
before the offering, which was donated for Open Door. Erika Woods, our advocacy
director, has seen 45 clients since August. She provided rental assistance to 6 families
total $1,556 and prescriptions to 1 person for $89, and fuel for two families for $40.
Church and Dwight awarded us a grant of $10,000. Plus a grant from Investor’s Bank
Foundation for $1,000. We have been collecting food and turkeys for our clients for
Thanksgiving dinner baskets. Thank you in advance for your donations. All turkey
and food can be brought to Open Door the Sunday before Thanksgiving. The time
should be from Noon until 3PM. Thank you…

ADVENT READERS
Dec 3

rd

Dec 10th
Dec 17th
Dec 24th

830AM
McMillian Family
Woods Family
Romba Family
Note Time 930AM

1045AM
Rifenburg
Family
Hedin Family
Mancini Family
Driscoll Family

Women of Hope Giving Tree
It is the time of year when we think about all our blessings and how
we can use them to serve God and help others. The Women of Hope’s
Giving Tree will again be on display in the narthex in the latter part of
November as an opportunity for us to spread those blessings around.
If you have not participated in this program before, it is very simple.
Choose an ornament from the tree, and make a donation of the gift card(s)
or monetary donation indicated on the ornament. The amount is up to you.
Gift cards go to less fortunate families in our community to help them
celebrate the holidays and purchase basic needs. ELCA Lutheran Disaster
Response Donations go to help victims of disasters in the U.S.,
If the ornament you choose is for a ShopRite gift card, you can purchase the card
directly from the church office at face value. It’s easy, and for each ShopRite gift card
purchased, a donation is made, which goes to support Open Door food pantry and
Lutheran Social Services!
Gift cards and donations should be returned (with their ornament) to the church
th
office no later than Dec. 10 .
If you have any questions, you can contact Cindy at 732-780-5438. You have always been so
generous through this program, and we thank you for opening your hearts and spreading
Christ’s love throughout the world!




We are still in NEED of Assisting Ministers for the
following services:

Christmas Eve 4PM
If anyone is available and would like to volunteer we would very much appreciate your
help. Please let Cheryl know which service you can do!! Thanks so much for your
help through the year. Happy Thanksgiving to all!!
Debbie

Upcoming Advent Activities
Our annual Family Advent Craft Workshop will be on Sunday, Dec 3rd
during the SS hour (9:30-10:30 AM), as well as on Wednesday, Nov 29th
during SS (7:00-8:00 PM). This is a time for parents and children to come
together and craft an item to help them use the 4 weeks of Advent to remember
that Jesus is the heart of Christmas. To participate in this event, please contact
Cindy Lynch ASAP with which date you’ll be attending (Sun. or Wed.) and
how many children will be participating, so we can prepare enough supplies
(each child gets to make their own calendar). Feel free to invite other families you
think would like to come – again, just contact Cindy to let her know which date
and how many children they’ll have coming!
Our annual Christmas Pageant is coming up! It will be during the 10:45
worship service on Sunday, Dec. 17th. The theme this year is “A Christmas
Alphabet”. If your child is interested in participating, please fill out the form and
return it via email or in person to Renee DiGregorio by Sunday, Nov 19th . Her
email is renniebennie75@hotmail.com . If you have questions, you can email her
or phone her at 732-580-5422.


The Time is NOW to get your Poinsettia Orders in to honor
your loved ones for the holidays……(Forms are in the Sacristy)

**NOTE TIME & DATE CHANGE**
Annual Church Decorating!
Saturday, December 2nd at 4PM
Pot Luck – bring a “yummy” dish to share!
***************************************************************

Meets the
9AM

Gathering of Men Breakfast
2nd Saturday of each month at
(Dec 9th and Jan 13th)

Join the
Gathering of Men for breakfast, fellowship and
sharing. We’ll
have breakfast and conversation. Any questions
may be
directed to: Gerry Bergh, 732-972-2799.


You are invited to Women of Hope
Tuesday, December 12 @ 7:30 PM
All are invited to attend this discussion group each month or come
when you can. There are refreshments too.

The

Manor Worship Service

Sunday, December 17 and Sunday, January 28
@ 2:00 PM
This service is held once a month at The Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center for their residents. It is located @ 689 W Main St., Freehold (just in
front of the CentraState Hospital). You are invited to help Pastor Ed and the
Minister of Music with this worship. Plan to be at The Manor @ 1:45 to help
bring the patients from their rooms to the meeting place.

<<<<>>>>>
Wedgwood Gardens, 3419 US Hwy 9 N, Freehold
Worship Service with Holy Communion
Thursday, December 7 and Thursday, January 4 @ 3:30 PM
You are invited to accompany Pastor Ed for assistance with this Nursing Home
service. Please arrive @ 3:15 PM.

It is Hope Family Covenant Renewal Time!
This tradition began in 1970.
It is time for the people of Hope to review and renew the membership covenant we have with
each other. It is our custom to do this every year so that our membership together in the Hope
Lutheran Family might be vibrant. During Advent – First Sunday in Advent is December 3 –
the Covenant document will be at the altar. Renewal of membership takes place by your
prayerful consideration of the principles of the agreement and the inscribing your signature to
the document.
Having been called into a living loving relationship with God through Jesus Christ, we
respond with a covenant in which we express our intent to: Actively participate in the
worship service and programs of the church. Make diligent use of the Means of Grace –
God’s Word and Sacraments – Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Prayerfully consider giving
a proportion of our substance to support the work of the congregation and The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, live a Christian life in accord with God’s Word,
assume a ministry of Christ as dictated by our talents. This is our covenant with God and
by the help of God.

Emergency Housing Program at Hope Volunteers Needed!

The Emergency Housing Program, a project of the Freehold
Clergy Association has begun!! We have opened our doors to
local homeless gentlemen on Friday nights at Hope Lutheran.
Volunteers are needed to help, either by bringing a meal,
hosting the men, or volunteering to be a driver for
transportation between Saint Peter’s and Hope. Please look for
sign-up sheets in the Narthex. For more information, contact
Andrew or Zinke McGeady at 732-363-8520. Thank you for your anticipated support!

Emergency Housing Wish List
Please consider donations for the Emergency Housing Clients:
32 liter backpacks, duffle bags, nail clippers, reading glasses (over the counter),
inexpensive watches, Q-Tips in individual travel packages, tissue packs, body wipes,
disposable cell phones, flashlights, inexpensive wallets, sweatshirts, boxer shorts &
under shirts (sizes M, L, XL, XXL), socks, hats, gloves, food store gift cards,
Walmart gift cards, toiletries (shampoo, razors, shaving cream, body wash, deodorant,
etc.), Advil, Tylenol, Tums, Cough Drops
Postage stamps, one-zone bus tickets
Bring with you on Sunday mornings – a basket will be waiting for these items.



Catechism Classes
Sunday, December 3@ 6:30 PM to 8 PM
7 & 8 Graders continue their Catechism instruction.
December 10 & 17
January 7, 21 & 28, 2018
th

th



SAVE THE DATES:
confirmed St Peter meals that Hope will
host….
Friday, January 26, 2018
Friday, March 23, 2018
Friday, April 27, 2018



Upcoming Summer 2018 Youth Trips to Plan Ahead For!!
Bosnia International Servant Trip, June 16-27, 2018
For ages 16 and up, must be 16 by June 16th. Trip registration $1,500 plus airfare. Trip
applications now available. Synod Scholarships now available $1,500 (apply NOW to
secure your scholarship-don’t delay!) Hope travel team leader – Nicole Seitz 732-6143328 www.servanttrips.org/travelteam/
ELCA Youth Gathering Houston, TX June 27-July 1, 2018
For youth currently in grades 9-12. Registration now open, registration $390 plus
transportation. Trip Leader and Coordinator – Debbie Crawford 732-682-5115.
NY Synod Middle School Washington DC Servant Trip Date July 16-20, 2018
For youth currently in grades 6-9. Registration fee is $180. Trip Leader and
Coordinator – Chelsea Zigler 732-567-4296.
Creation Music Festival Mt. Union, PA June 27-31, 2018
For ages 15 and up. Trip registration and transportation $125.00. Trip Leader and
Coordinator – Tara Zigler 732-666-1074.

Hope Christian School’s Fall Scholastic Book Fair raised
$1,901.75. They also earned $515.58 in Scholastic “Bucks”
to use to invest in more books for our school. Great Job to
everyone involved in this worthwhile event….

Shoprite gift cards are still available in the office for purchase anytime Monday – Friday
9AM-4PM. If you cannot make it during these times and still wish to purchase one, call
Cheryl 732-462-7545 and we will make arrangements. We currently have $100 and $25
increments for you to purchase at the face value and use them like cash at ShopRite. It costs
you absolutely nothing extra!!! Hope receives 5% back from the ShopRite for selling their
cards.


As we journey through this holiday season, and look back on this past year, we have so much to be
thankful for… WHAT A YEAR IT HAS BEEN!
2017 will record some very historical events and transformations for Hope Lutheran Church… the
beginning of a new era. Let’s take a little stroll down memory lane.

The year kicked off with the church council’s decision to bring the position of Communication
Director to your staff, a big THANK YOU from me, for that!
Collaborations between the NJ Synod and the church Call Committee initiated the exploration for
our new pastor. After an extensive search and much prayer, the congregation of HOPE bid
farewell to Interim Pastor George Detweiler and called The Rev. Dr. Edward E. Kropa to be its
new leader.
We continued to join together under a common roof - Anchored in Christ, Growing in Faith,
Love and Service. Groups, clubs and ministries gathered to serve one another and our
community. After a year of diligent fundraising efforts, the HOPE Bosnia Travel Team lead by
Senior High mentor Tara Zigler, loaded with supplies and prayers adventured to Bosnia and
Germany ministering on a global level.
We said good bye to music minister Dean Poulsen, and just recently bid GOOD LUCK and
Godspeed to long time congregant, staffer and friend Wanda Nebiolo… who stepped out from
behind her desk and into retirement - opening the door for our new Office Administrator Cheryl
Hurd. Welcome Cheryl!
We celebrated significant milestones in 2017. We observed the 500th Anniversary of Reformation,
and throughout the year, the 50th Anniversary of our church and school. How excited we are with
the continued growth and success of HCS. We have launched further into the digital age with a
new website and active Facebook account and look forward to reaching you, the family of HOPE,
and others in the community with our social media efforts.
A BIG THANK YOU to all the council members and church volunteers who work tirelessly to keep
HOPE’S programs, events, and ministries alive. A few months back Bill Seifert said, “Our
church is entering a new era right now. There is a lot of momentum around some very exciting
things here and I am looking forward to a bright new future for Hope.” Bill, I couldn’t agree
with you more!
This Christmas and everyday… I give thanks to God for my many blessings and delivery of his
son, Jesus Christ. My HOPE, is that during this holiday and in the new year, your days are filled
with love and laughter, family and friends, gratitude, God’s GRACE, LOVE, and HOPE… and a
tummy full of good eats!
Many Blessings, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! - Kathryn




You are my family and I’ve had a wonderful tenure here at Hope as
your Administrator. Have you read the book or seen the movie “You
Before Me”? It’s recommended. I’ve place you, my Hope Family,
before me all these years, because you were there for me during a very
rough time in my life 30 years ago.
Most of you know I was born in Montana in a small town nestled in the
mountains and lived on a farm from the age of nine to sixteen. I have
five younger brothers (on is in heaven) and they all live in Montana.
While growing up on the farm, I envisioned that “if I remained in Montana, I would marry a
farmer and have thirteen children”. That is why I left Montana to continue my education in
Spokane, Washington. I came east and attended Trenton State, worked at McGuire/Fort Dix in
the accounting department for many years, then Winklemann’s Restaurant in Lakewood for
five years before coming to Hope 30 years ago.

There is an old joke, “how many Lutheran does it take to change a light bulb?”
CHANGE?!?!? Over the 39 years of being a member, there have been so many changes. I
was here to see the Fellowship Hall added and then as Administrator, the many renovations we
have been through – I’m leaving before we do another renovation. The many changes we have
had in pastors and many church council presidents and members. CHANGE is what Hope
does the BEST.
Looking over the parish records, I can say that I’ve been touched by nearly everyone listed in
our “red book” and it warmed my heart to see my very close friend Erika Bondo come to my
retirement party after all she has been through battling cancer. All of you my “family” you
have a special place in my heart and I love you. My son and his new bride, Tara and my
grandchildren were in attendance as well as Angelo’s sisters and daughter, two couples from
the German Club and former member of Hope who moved to Delaware. You filled the hall
for the “Ho Down” and so much fun was had by all. My Fred Astaire family had a prior
engagement.
Now, instead of a “things to do” list, I’ll replace it with “Things I might do now or later”. My
thanks to Debbie Unger, Diane Kless, Judy Canfield, Janice Seifert, Suzy Coulter, John
Bonanno, and Pastor Ed for planning this wonderful event. The decorations and food were
great. Thanks to all the Council Members and Finance Committee, who have continued to
support the Church Administrator’s position all these years.
Love you, Wanda Nebiolo

**Birthdays are listed below, I inadvertently listed December birthdays for January, and
January for December in the hard copies of the Newsletter that were sent. I apologize for
my error!! They have been corrected below**
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Ryan Ann Fitch
Michael Hering
Amber Okerson
Lauren Creech-Trojan
Wayne Freudenberger
Mark Mihaly
Duane Christ
Daniel Kropa
Matthew Rinker
Susan Robertson
Erin Varner
Patricia Marino
Bridget McCormick
Samuel Hu
Lindsay DiGregorio
Scarlett Dey-Basile
Amy Lacko
Robert Taylor
Zinke McGeady
Kirsten Frueh

1st
1st
3rd
4th
4th
4th
5th
5th
5th
7th
7th
8th
10th
11th
13th
14th
14th
14th
15th
16th

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Lori Lashenick
1st
Jaelyn Minniear
1st
Katherine Stenard
1st
Michael Woods
1st
Linda Alessi
2nd
William Robertson
4th
Justin Bujalski
5th
Scott Noseworthy
5th
Christopher Schloeman
5th
Debbie Crawford
6th
Lisa Platt
6th
Matthew Romba
6th
Monica Grinberg
7th
Kathy Minniear
7th
Ryan Rifenburg
7th
Avery Clarke
8th
Olivia Wagner
8th
Steven Campanelli
9th
Ann Rofulowitz
12th
Peter Vandenakker
13th

Randy Minniear
Ashley Hansen
Steven Page
Grace Caputo
Dennis Johnson
Coutenay Soutar
Christopher DiGregorio
Tyler Burns
Vincent Burns
John Natoli
Olivia Denney
Kayla Denney
Isabella Denney
Robert Carlino
Robert Green
Bill Unger
Stephan Dennis
Christopher Koester
Michael Koester
Emily Faint
Elizabeth Stenard
Michael Ruegger
Gary DiGregorio
Emily Hansen
Cathy Verdino

16th
17th
17th
18th
18th
18th
19th
21st
21st
21st
24th
24th
24th
24th
24th
24th
25th
26th
26th
27th
27th
30th
31st
31st
31st

Laura Bertsch
Daphne Wilson
Tom Gibson
Melissa Ng
Laura Noseworthy
Whitney Martinsen
Diane Kless
Anthony Seitz Jr
Loretta Hart
Joe Toth
Christopher Fensham
Zachary Koester
Bill Seifert
Arthur Casement
MacKenna Peterson
Walter Peterson Jr
Sheila McCormick
Lauren Fensham
Emily Giacobbe
Kyle Hart
Catherine Burger
Crystal Hudak
Susan Della Rosa
Angelo Ranaudo
Delaney DePalma
Raymond Denney
Rosemary Driscoll

14th
14th
15th
15th
15th
17th
18th
18th
18th
20th
22nd
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
23rd
25th
26th
26th
26th
26th
27th
30th
30th
31st
31st
31st

